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Vision does not have the world’s attention

But it should.
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The number of people requiring vision correction is 

growing… and ageing is a contributing factor
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UN, Essilor, BCG, 2010

37% of elderly people

in the world 

are visually impaired 

4.2
billion

2012

6.0
billion

2030

Number of people requiring vision correction in the world

Essilor estimate
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Vision impairment : The word’s largest handicap

7 billion 

4.2 billion people (60%) require vision correction
4.2 billion people (60%) require vision correction

60% need visual correction

4.2 Billion
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Vision impairment : The word’s largest handicap

7 billion 

4.2 billion people (60%) require vision correction

2.5
Billion

Uncorrected

1.7
Billion

Corrected

4.2 billion people (60%) require vision correction

60% need visual correction

4.2 Billion
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❑ of public health

❑ For the economy of the countries 

❑ For the development and quality of life of human beings

Vision impairment is a major stake
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A good vision

is a key lever

contributing to 

most of the 

Millennium Goals

Source: the United Nations Development Program
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Obstacles to correcting vision problems
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Cultural Economic

Lack of information Access to the solution

Life style Purchasing power

Peer pressure Nutrition

Cultural beliefs Access to the store

Areas where the Vision Impact Institute will act
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One third of the worldwide population 
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Prevalence of Visual Impairement in Latin America
Forecasts WHO
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2.00%

3.00%

4.00%

5.00%

6.00%

7.00%

8.00%

2010 2015 2020

If we do nothing, nothing will change ……
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Multiple Impacts are identified

Children Seniors Workers Drivers

School 

failure

Status

Performance

Isolation

Autonomy

Quality of 

life

Dependance

Accidents

Income

Self esteem

Reputation

Quality

Cost

Accidents

Safety

Autonomy

Job

30%*      37%           33%  23%

       
Percentage of visually impaired people among total category
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Children…
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Impact for Children
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Impaired vision has a major impact on workers’ 

activity and productivity

India 
50 
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Impaired vision has a major impact on workers’ 

activity and productivity
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Impaired vision has a major impact on workers’ 

activity and productivity
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Employee and Company Benefit of an Eye Exam
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Elderly people: a high-risk population
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$253 m
USA

Direct 
costs
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Drivers: potential danger on the road

19
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What has to be achieved?
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➢Fight and reduce Ignorance

o Encourage and Collect New Studies

o Animate the Researchers Community

o  Inspire  Commitment

➢ Encourage Eye Exam Programs

o  more serious disabilities at stake

➢Promote optical solutions 

oSimple

oProven

oAccessible
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➢ Be present in major heath research  and conventions

➢ Encourage the training of Eye Care Professionals 

➢ Facilitate mass media campaigns and PR activities 

➢ Partnership with other similar purposed organizations

▪ Ex. Vision 2020 

What has to be achieved?
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Vision Impact Institute Mission

The Vision Impact Institute is 

a global collector and connector of knowledge 

for reducing the impact of  impaired vision around the world

Its mission is to raise awareness 

of the economic impact of impaired vision

It connects stakeholders, policy makers, eye care 

professionals and media through evidence and solutions 

that further the cause of helping people to see better
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Independent Advisory Board
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Dr. Kevin Frick

Professor at 

Johns Hopkins 
School of Public 

Health, 

Baltimore
Optometrist

USA

 

Dr. Clare 

Gilbert

Professor at 

London School of 
Hygiene and 

Medecine

M. Arun 

Bharat Ram

President

SRF Ltd
India

M. Wu Jianmin

Former 

ambassador of   
China at United 

Nations in   
Geneva
China

Latin Am

Next 

USA
Ophthalmologist

UK Índia China
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An interactive website with free access  

to the collected data
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www.visionimpactinstitute.org
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A unique library of studies from around the world all in 
one place, easily searchable

A global research center

Complete search 

engine for Studies:
- Free search
- Location

- Population categories 
- Publications
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Main causes of Visual Impairement in the world : 

Uncorrected Refractive Error is key

11/06/2024 26

URE

Cataract

Glaucoma, AMD, Diabetic

Of which 80% is 
easily 

treatable
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0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Mature
countries

Emerging
countries

280300810

World Bank, Economist Intelligence Unit, BCG, Essilor, 

Four main  categories of people are particularly 
affected

1,100
 

ChildrenWorkers Elderly Drivers

33% 33% 37% 23% 

1,100 = Million       % of the total category
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Children’s vision deserves a particular attention
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Impaired vision has a triple impact for children: 

➢ Population increasingly affected

➢ Strong and long-time impact at school

➢ No power to change their condition = parents’ decision
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Close the gaps

Foster research to fill gaps in existing knowledge.
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Link between Stats and Studies

See Research 

associated with 

each Stat
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Create a  community of experts

Calling attention to the problem of poor eyesight and its 
consequences. 
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