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Census Bureau’s Role

• The Census Bureau serves as the leading 

source of quality data about the nation's people 

and economy. (from the U.S. Census Bureau 

Mission Statement)

– Not health-focused

– Does not do public health surveillance

• Does collect some disability information

– Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP)

– American Community Survey (ACS)
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Survey Questions on Vision 

Difficulty

• Survey of Income and Program Participation 

(SIPP) 
“Does … have difficulty seeing the words and letters in ordinary 

newspaper print even when wearing glasses or contact lenses 

if … usually wear them?

[ ] Yes  [ ] No  [ ] Person is blind

“Is … able to see the words and letters in ordinary newspaper 

print at all?”

[ ] Yes  [ ] No
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Survey Questions on Vision 

Difficulty

• American Community Survey (ACS)
“Is … blind or does … have serious difficulty seeing 

even when wearing glasses?” 

[ ] Yes

[ ] No



Americans with Disabilities: 2010

• Highlights

– 56.7 million people 

(18.7 percent) with 

disabilities in U.S. 

• Characteristics for 

individual types of 

disability
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Vision difficulty prevalence
(Civilian noninstitutionalized population 15 years and older)
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel, Wave 6 Adult Functional Limitations Topical Module
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ACS and SIPP estimates of 

vision difficulty
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State Estimates of Vision Difficulty
(Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 18 to 64 years)
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State Estimates of Vision Difficulty
(Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 65 years and older)
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Employment and Work Experience by 

Disability Status
Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 18 to 64 years old
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 American Community Survey, Tables B18130 and B18131
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Median Monthly Earnings and Family 

Income by Disability Status
Civilian noninstitutionalized population 21 to 64 years old
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Links

• Disability Page
– http://www.census.gov/people/disability/

• American FactFinder:
– http://factfinder2.census.gov/

http://www.census.gov/people/disability/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
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Contact Info

Matthew Brault

U.S. Census Bureau

(301) 763-5637

matthew.w.brault@census.gov




	Slide 1: Census Bureau Data on Vision Difficulty
	Slide 2: Census Bureau’s Role
	Slide 3: Conceptual Framework (Nagi model)
	Slide 4: Survey Questions on Vision Difficulty
	Slide 5: Survey Questions on Vision Difficulty
	Slide 6: Americans with Disabilities: 2010
	Slide 7: Vision difficulty prevalence (Civilian noninstitutionalized population 15 years and older)
	Slide 8: ACS and SIPP estimates of vision difficulty
	Slide 9: State Estimates of Vision Difficulty (Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 18 to 64 years)
	Slide 10: State Estimates of Vision Difficulty (Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 65 years and older)
	Slide 11: Employment and Work Experience by Disability Status Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 18 to 64 years old
	Slide 12: Median Monthly Earnings and Family Income by Disability Status Civilian noninstitutionalized population 21 to 64 years old
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Links
	Slide 18: Contact Info
	Slide 19

