


Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner with 35+ years of public health 

experience in the fields of pediatric and maternal child health.

Head Start liaison to the National Institutes of Healthõs National Eye 

Institute preschool vision project since 1995

9 years onsite at the Office of Head Start (OHS) in Washington D.C., 

providing intensive support and expertise to Program Specialists 

responsible for AIAN Head Start and EHS grantees in 26 states.

Conducted many trainings for HS/EHS staff and parents on behavioral, 

physical and oral health issues.

No affiliation with any pharmaceutical or instrument sales
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v 16 years in vision screening field

v Former Director/Lead Trainer ðVision Initiative for Children ðWest 

Virginia University Eye Institute

v Member ðAdvisory Committee to the National Center for Childrenõs 

Vision and Eye Health at Prevent Blindness

v Current Education and Outreach Coordinator for the National Center for 

Childrenõs Vision and Eye Health at Prevent Blindness

v Current Director ðVision and Eye Health Initiatives at Good-Lite and 

School Health Corporation

v Not in sales  . . . The opinions expressed in this presentation are solely 

those of the presenter based on research and professional experience.
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v 14 years in childrenõs vision screening and eye health field

v Director- National Center for Childrenõs Vision and Eye Health at Prevent 

Blindness(NCCVEH)

v Coordinates strategic and programmatic efforts of the NCCVEH, 

including its National Expert Panel, Advisory Committee, Federal-level 

relationships, and state-level program initiatives 

v Have published, presented, and developed resources to support strong 

vision and eye health programs for children

v The opinions expressed in this presentation are solely those of the 

presenter based on research and professional experience and do not 

reflect the opinions of program funders or specific organizations.



v Of 1M Children enrolled in HS/EHS Programsé

o 30,000+ children with a diagnosed vision problem (3% of all children in 

HS/EHS programs)

o 2ND MOST COMMON CHRONIC HEALTH ISSUE FOR HEAD START/EARLY 

HEAD START (after asthma)
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v (a) Source of health care. (1) A program, within 30 calendar 

days after the child first attends the program or, for the 

home-based program option, receives a home visit, must 

consult with parents to determine whether each child has 

ongoing sources of continuous, accessible health care ð

provided by a health care professional that maintains the 

childõs ongoing health record and is not primarily a source 

of emergency or urgent care ðand health insurance 

coverage.



v (2) If the child does not have such a source of ongoing care 

and health insurance coverage or access to care through 

the Indian Health Service, the program must assist families 

in accessing a source of care and health insurance that will 

meet these criteria, as quickly as possible.

v (ii) Assist parents with making arrangements to bring the 

child up-to-date as quickly as possible; and, if necessary, 

directly facilitate provision of health services to bring the 

child up-to-date with parent consent as described in 

§1302.41(b)(1).



v (2) Within 45 calendar days after the child first attends the 

program or, for the home-based program option, receives a 

home visit, a program must either obtain or perform 

evidence-based vision and hearing screenings.

v (3) If a program operates for 90 days or less, it has 30 days 

from the date the child first attends the program to satisfy 

paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of this section.
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