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Causes of Blindness Worldwide

WHO, Global Health Bulletin, 2004

Cataract

Refractive error

Glaucoma

Age‐related macular 
degeneration
Corneal Opacities

Diabetes

Childhood blindness

Trachoma

Onchocerciasis

Other



From: Visual Impairment and Blindness in Adults in the United States: Demographic and Geographic 
Variations From 2015 to 2050

Varma et al.  JAMA Ophthalmol. Published online  May 19, 2016. doi:10.1001/jamaophthalmol.2016.1284

Per Capita Prevalence of Visual Impairment 
in the United States in 2015

Per Capita Prevalence of Visual Impairment 
in the United States in 2015



From: Visual Impairment and Blindness in Adults in the United States: Demographic and Geographic 
Variations From 2015 to 2050

Varma et al. JAMA Ophthalmol. Published online  May 19, 2016. doi:10.1001/jamaophthalmol.2016.1284

Projected Number of Persons With Visual Impairment and Blindness in the United States, Stratified by Age Group, From 2015 to 
2050 (in Millions)a
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Preventing diabetic eye disease starts 
with preventing diabetes







Age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD) is the most common cause of 

blindness in Americans aged 65+
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Preventing vision loss

Evidence-based strategies for preventing eye 
disease include:

Wearing safety glasses
Avoiding smoking
Keeping a healthy diet

………but many eye diseases are not 
symptomatic in the early stages and regular 
comprehensive eye exams with a skilled 
provider are crucial to early detection and 
treatment.




